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important for his language development. He learns a rap-
idly increasing number of words each succeeding year until
his rate of growth in vocabulary reaches a peak. The rapid
increase in the use of words begins when he realizes that
language is a means by which he may satisfy his needs.
Each study of vocabulary gives a different estimate of the
average number of words that may be expected at a given
age. The variation is due, in part, to differences in the
mental ability of the children studied, differences in their
environment, and differences in the method of estimating
and recording the vocabulary. Reported vocabularies of
individual two-year-old children show a range of from 6 to
1,127 words. Shirley's babies, on the average, had each
spoken, in the examiner's presence, about forty different
words by the age of two years; the range was from 6 to 126
words. The central tendency falls under 300 words. The
preponderance of nouns used at the two-year level is re-
ported with considerable consistency.
Length of Sentences. — During the second year there is
not only an increase in vocabulary but also an increase in
the ability to combine words into sentences. At first, single
words are made to serve as sentences; then two-word noun-
action sentences, such as "Water, drink," "Baby up,"
"Mamma, milk" are frequently used. Gesell26 found that
although 40 per cent o£ the fifty representative children ex-
amined used mere words, the rest of the group used simple
sentences conversationally at two years, 60 per cent of these
using sentences of two words or more, and 40 per cent sen-
tences as long as six to eight words. At the end of the
second year compound sentences occasionally begin to appear
and are common by the end of the third year. The ability to
combine familiar words into sentences increases remarkably
between the eighteenth month and the second year. Excep-
tional two-year-old children can carry on extensive conversa-
tions with adults.
26 Arnold Gesell, The Mental Growth of the Pre-School Child, p, 220.
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